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. Reviews by Davli Dansldion of Calerads Springs, a

Fraehoncs writer and music pregram direcor for

" Compastion Jstametional: Poul Robb, Ireslancer and

antarigisment ediior of ot Hews, Plymouth, fndfong;
" Rondy Racker of Rocker's Wit Seotol, Aicens; ood .
Dvid Thomas of New Jarsey, o recent fiale grodote who
. - bolds o degres in Afro-Amevicon studies wih 0

se, | Specolizekion in mosc
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. than previous works.

=t The title track sways with a doep bus

e and kevboand greove ol fusld sounding

. choms. Theughtfully written Lyrics speak

* about truth and henesee: “This heuse looks

. thee best ahen iUs not clurrened with

B - opimions/When ooly the words feam the
flord's mowth have absolute dominton,”

& srarts out with nsolt

« ol e mewd wirhy light drumming and

balind then picks up the

s " landlocs
.

pace, enhancing Becker's incrensingly
emotive vacals, Overall, the song evakes a

© umique feel in the listener—a quiet feeling
" thar is ax the same time highly soul stimng.

O the lighter side, the track “AlLL Ever

T Winted” incldes nice hackgreund vocals

- P Cheris Eaton, who has been absent from

+ popular Cheistian recordings foe far too

" bong. “Steps of Faith" is seasoned with 2 it
. af country/gospel, and an enigmaric

+ gasernbly of souncds is fearured in LW Mot
" Lie Down." “Steangest Things.” the most

upbear track, has a bluesfrock sound backed
by thick Tass and deums.

Simple Hoteee 15 a compelling new
addition to this artist's fine catalog of

" eecordings. A

— Riznady Rocker

e D-B0Y

The Lyrical Strength
of One Sireet Poef
Frontline

F'mu'n larne has pasthu-
mnu:|.1_.' relensed a final
allbum, recorded before his
death in lare 1990, from
avant garle rapper Danay
“TrBoy” Rodrigues, [
Prow, wheis wom aver many
hesrts with his 1955 debus
Mansin' a Seed, is mon:
raclical than ever on Lymical
Serengrh. Whereas Planen’ o
Seed wooed us with
producer Tim Miner's
; soaliial sccompanying
dhum vocals, pulsing chythms,
storytelling, and compelling melodics,
Irical Serength takes 2 much leanes
" appreach. Relying heavily on the chythms
" of the screet, it comes much closer in syle
+ 1o secular rp efforts than any Christian mp
' albue vet. D-Boy prided himself om being
. om the cutting edge of wp, and cemainly this
* albun ks not for the uninitiated, Mewoomers
7 e ap might fare betcer with @ tamer, more
. accessible offering like Plaen’ a Seed or
" Srephen Wiley's Ehyehm & Poerry.
Lyrical Serength challenges the listener on
* every hand. [s very style causes you 1@
* listen closely in order 1o corch exactly what

e s @ Mo, il TH91

0 Bay Rodrigee

[ Bery s saving. It may rake several lestens
1o et used e in, but o vou grab hold of
the message, vou'll find i won's turm Yoo

Lescrsie.

to which today’s urban youth can relate.
The album deals with several street issues,
ineluding gang viclenee, In fact, the song
“Cease for Pesec” is being used ina
matiomwide angi-gpng vielence campaign.
Thaough his life was shost, D-Bey’s wack
remains, and Lyrizd Sirergth makes a fitting
restament tor the impact of one lone sieet
poet fram Dallas who was blessed and sent

fromn God, F
—Dravid Thomas

MICHAEL W. SMITH:

Go West Young Man
Reunion

cafbeats segue ineo strang pop/rock

Lgriics and righn awiy we know that Michael .
W Smith has returned with another effor, .

which perhaps may not be quite a3
consistent as 120 EYE) or the now.gobd
Michael W Smith Project. Produced by
Senith along with Bryan Lenox, amd with
byrics by Wayne Kirkpatrick and Amy
Crant, G Wt Young Man doesn™t offes
T ST e and will daubtless plese
Smith's many fans.

e Messic Mo/l 1991

[-Bay Tived and died on the streess, aned -
this album was roade in o language and style "E
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