CONTEMPORARY GDSPEL-&LTERHATI".’E

Lol

Donna Mtflruy—She fnme
o Long Way

“hhe past year has been one of changes
e Dooma McElroy, who s gone from
leing & populas besekgrommad studie vocalisy
o releasing bee vavn album on the Warner
Allanee tabel 50 being rominated for Bess
Jauzz Voscmlist of 1990 for her rendition of
the Dhuke Ellingon standacd, “Come
Sumkay.” Donna has iruly emerped 2 one
of contempoearny gospel’s premier artists.
Inside Music spoke with onna recently
about her life and career since the making
of her debun album Beger World,

¥ou've stated i1 the st thar Bigper
World weas an attempe to make comeemn-
vary gaspel music to which today's serban
voueh, particularly black teens who [isten
to dimice susce, cowdd velate. Is this wha
fies luapperied?

I thought Bigger Wiald wonld be 2 perfect
vehicle o et i esich seith gl hearrs of
same of these kids, But as it rums out, the
people whao have really litched aneo this
allbaen beves been their parenis or people my
ageoor i lieele older whe have been e colbepe
wned seen what ics all abour, Than's ok, oo,

This is certuinly one of the stvosgest
effores ever o fuet gospel into an srcbian
comtemnporary setding. As such, is the
albmon getting mach mainstrean ainplay?

The allwm i being played prirarily on
Christian stations and thar's all righe beeanse
the sings are Christian songs. There has
been ne strong erossover matecial vot, hue
that's.on the way, [ el dhar lyric ameens
hiais everything wo witk hew excited secular
raddion i aibour picking v=ong or an album ug.
I thind these Iysis were so obviously
Chabstiom and praise-oricnned rhat there was
ro wvy e radio starion could sHp thwse mangs
i arud miake lisreqers think than theese were
jues e e pop songs. You ean definitely
danue re them, bat [ ibink it throws peaple
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Whare elid the idea to do “Coane
Sunday' aviginae?

Mve wamnted o sing “Come Sunday”™ sinee

- Dz g child. | wanred todo e ina jas

seeting arwd was encouraged e du it because
my management knew it woukd be priceless

- mamrizge. And these's maore where thar came
o, Wetve Ot dlefanre .-iig1'|u,'|,;..,|_ﬂ.:| result

of the l:;rﬂﬂ'lhr!.' noaninatinn 16 do e .
Zo thar's the direction we're heading on the

" newt wlbume 10 will be much more main-

strearn fuez-sonesling and will keep ahe mime
qualicy byric comtent, Feople seem 1o be
impressed thar |'m not a medisional gespel
siruret bur am someane whi eeally has jazz
skills, I'm a jazz sinperin a el workd, Al
| wwame vo stz thine weay. T just Jdon think you
have 1 limit gospe] vocalizing v any cortain
aryle,

Cien yiie disciuss somee of the spinstions
for sobr semgs?

“Tigmer World” and "Yous're u Part of Me”
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- sprritemlly and voc just live ina soall cirdle

[l. T b e with paeisen and 2exism and all
uppression iswes. That's where those oo
songs came (om. The rest af the lyrics on
the albuim are specifically my brand of
pratse, Reering Gaxl knowr whan He's dane
forr o, anel tring oo sing i in a way that
peigrle would appreciate, Espeeially with
"Evervihing re Me,” [ was juse really
waretimge Ciod 1o know Bow loss [ am
withgait Hirn, | though 1 was cool but found

ot how utteely dependent and powerless |

arn witkogt Him,

What kind of congfinmetion lues the Lord
been giving vou theat vou're oo the right
tratck?

All the confirmation from outside thar
Bk desesin'y miesan ansthing 1o me. | have
trcuhle OCePINgG L'cun|'-||'rn¢|'||;$. But when 1
read dr im ehe Book, [oan'e deny in. T like
Cionl Thaes been Leading me ro Seriprates,

. telling e Yesh, you're om the righe oeack,
* mow g Bor ie”

Your voval training ook place throgh

bt wiven they hear things like “[ live to know - cltsaicul wooal stidles at ITsk University.

Whatt was yoeer rusicad bechground like o
home sehen vou were growdag wp?

Wlissically, dheee have been o Lot of peaple
[ sdmired and have been influenced by
throwgh the veam, And e been influenced
byl kimds o sromic. Grnwin.g L, | oA
well-rounded double duse of music every duy
of my |ife—ijazz, classicu], pospel, rock. Inone
ronsen of my howse iwold be Mahalia
playing. In another, it would be Sly and the
Family Steme, Inthe back of the bouse my
sisrer wenld be playingy La Trovings, We had a
wanderful, deb musical beckimound ac my
hemase,

Henw would vare stam afe vour life ar this
Jwainet?
The fires thing char pops into oy hesd is

thag | have a really bomge way oo go. Bt Lond,
Took how far I've comel Ased i grareful.

Crurventdy Domna i ocenpring her dme
prcarnting Bhoper Wl wng :.'mlg:_fm fey

- nextalbee, ond peticipating in sndio weed for
* ather albny, inchuding BeBe and Cel 2"

. femtheenming relsase, which, Dlonr comfifos, i
v greing i be hoe” F

-Thtasd Thiemus
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